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Pentecost 
Mother’s Day  
Festival of the Christian Home May 11, 2008  10:00 a.m. 

At First Congregational Church, worship begins with the Prelude. 
We invite you to use this time for silence, prayer, and meditation.�

Prelude Fanfare to the Tongues of Fire Larry King 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly a 
sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled the house where they 
were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on 
each one of them. (Acts 2:1-3) 

Opening Words  from Acts 2 
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Kindling the Light  

Introit Hail Thee, Festival Day! Ralph Vaughan Williams 
                                          ***Please rise as you are able.*** 

Call to Worship (Leader; People)                                                   from Psalm 104 
L: O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
P: In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
L: When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face 

of the ground. 
P: I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God 

while I have being. 
L: May my meditation be pleasing to God, for I rejoice in the LORD. 
P: Bless the LORD, O my soul.  Praise the LORD! 

Hymn “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us” No. 129 

Prayer of Approach (Unison)       
Unpredictable Spirit, here we confess that we prefer to be in control: 
to be proper people with proper behavior.  As we come to you this 
day, we know we need an infusion of your holy fire to rekindle our 
zest for life and our zeal for service.  Most gracious God, forgive us if 

we have been pious or proud, bound by our doctrines, and closed to 
ecstasy.  Forgive us and break us free.  Empower us now also, and 
ground us in unity, so that evermore living in you we may be both 
steadfast in faith and active in your work; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Singing God’s Glory (responsive) Glory to God Peruvian 
Minister: Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory in the highest! 
People: Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory in the highest! 
Minister: To God be glory forever! 
People: To God be glory forever! 
All (harmonizing):  Alleluia, amen! Alleluia, amen! 
   Alleluia, amen! Alleluia, amen! 
   Alleluia, amen! Alleluia, amen! 

Ritual of Greeting (Passing the Peace) 
You may be seated. 

Welcome, Announcements and Signing of Friendship Pads 

Scripture Readings 

From the Epistles  1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 
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From the Gospels  John 7:37–39 
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Anthem Breathe On Me, Breath of God Kingsley Day 
(Beth Babbitt, mezzo-soprano; Cindy Senneke, soprano; Eric Perkins, tenor; Tom Hall, baritone) 

On Pentecost they gathered and knelt in prayer.  Then came a mighty rushing sound.  And 
like a wind from heaven, it filled the air; They felt the spirit all around.  Then tongues of 
fire upon their heads did fall.  The Holy Spirit had filled them one and all.  To those 
assembled from every foreign land, They spoke, and all could understand.  As spoken by 
the prophet, the Lord did say:  On flesh my spirit shall I pour.  With signs and dreams and 
visions to show the way, With fire and thunder, This day of wonder Proclaims the Word 
forevermore.  Breathe on me, breath of God, my soul inspire, That I may ever glow with 
thy holy fire.  Breathe on me, breath of God, make my heart pure Till only righteousness 
shall endure.  Breathe on me, breath of God, and fill my soul with life anew, That I may 
ever do as thou would do.  Breathe on me, breath of God, with fire divine, Until my soul 
is wholly thine.  (Text adapted from Acts 2:1-6, 16-19, and the hymn by Edwin Hatch.) 

Disciple Dialogue  
***Please rise as you are able for the Hymn.*** 

First Congregational Church of Evanston 
Hinman and Grove Evanston, Illinois  60201 

founded 1869 

 



Hymn Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth Jean Janzen 
(Based on the writings of Juliana of Norwich, 15th Century)                                         Tune: MARYTON 
 Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of this world. 
 Creator, source of every breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 
 Mothering Christ, you took my form, offering me your food of light, 
 Grain of life, and grape of love, your very body for my peace. 
 Mothering Spirit, nurt’ring one, in arms of patience hold me close, 
 So that in faith I root and grow until I flow’r, until I know. 

Sermon “Mother Spirit” Rev. David Denoon 

Prayers of the People and Prayer of Our Savior 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Call to Prayer Spirit of the Living God Daniel Iverson 

Prayer of the Day        

Prayer of Our Savior 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

Offering Our Gifts 

Invitation                                                                                                            

Offertory Every Time I Feel the Spirit arr. William Dawson 
(Tom Hall, baritone) 

***Please rise as you are able.*** 

Song of Praise Doxology Tune: OLD 100TH
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God, all creatures, here below; 
  Praise God above, you heavenly host: 
  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication (Unison)                                                                          
O God, just as we have been baptized by your Spirit into one body, we 
have brought together these gifts to testify to your faithfulness toward 
people in every time, nation, and language.  Please bless our offering 
of thanksgiving in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Hymn Loving Spirit No. 323 

Parting Words (Minister; People) 

M: The Spirit descends like a dove, bringing peace to unite the world in a just and 
caring community. 

P: The Spirit comes like breath bringing life to renew all people. 
M: The Spirit spreads like fire, bringing energy for witnessing to the love of God. 
P: The Spirit of the living God flows over and through us, living water to 

transform us with power so that we may offer the world God’s redemptive, 
good news. 

Choral Benediction  The Lord Bless You Peter Lutkin 
(Conducted by Vosse R. Lewis) 

The Light Goes Forth                                                                    

Postlude Veni Creator Spiritus   Alfred Fedak 
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GUIDE POSTS 

Sunday, May 11 – Pentecost 
  9:00 A.M. CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (CHANCEL) 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL (SANCTUARY) 
11:30 A.M. CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (CHOIR ROOM) 
Tuesday, May 13 
10:00 A.M. STAFF MEETING (CONFERENCE ROOM) 

6:00 P.M. MUSIC AND WORSHIP MEETING (CONFERENCE ROOM) 
7:00 P.M. COUNCIL MEETING (GUILD ROOM) 

Sunday, May 18 – Trinity Sunday and Graduation Sunday 
  9:00 A.M. CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (CHANCEL) 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL (SANCTUARY) 
11:30 A.M. CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (CHOIR ROOM) 
11:30 A.M. ADULT ED (SANCTUARY) 
Tuesday, May 20 
10:00 A.M. STAFF MEETING (CONFERENCE ROOM) 

7:00 P.M. HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING (CONFERENCE ROOM) 
Sunday, May 25 
  9:00 A.M. CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (CHANCEL) 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP  (NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – NURSERY OPEN) (SANCTUARY) 
11:30 A.M. CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (CHOIR ROOM) 
Monday, May 26 – Memorial Day – Church Office closed 



ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES ARE AVAILABLE  
FROM AN USHER 

We invite visitors to sign the Guest Book and join us for refreshments and fellowship 
after worship.  Children are always welcome in worship.  However, if you need wiggle 
and play room there is an infant room with a changing table, crib and comfortable rocker 
on the lower level.  If you need those facilities during worship, an usher will be happy to 
escort you. 
A peace rose is placed on our altar to remind us of the need for the ongoing pursuit of 
peace and justice in our troubled world.  As fresh life springs up from the earth, like a 
garden's promise in spring, so shall God make justice and praise spring up before all the 
nations.  Isaiah 61:11 
You are welcomed and seated today by Eric Erickson, Joyce and Bob Phelps, Betty 
Phillips, Nick Tucker and Cherie Weil. 
The greeter today is Glennis Lundberg. 
Thank you to Bernice Valantinas for hosting today’s coffee hour. 
The chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Ruby M. Lewis by Vosse R. Lewis. 
Our known homebound members include:  (this information has been removed) 
This morning's prelude and postlude are both based on the chant “Veni Creator 
Spiritus” (Come Creator Spirit). The text and melody for this plainsong can be found at 
hymn #125.  The prelude contrasts short fanfare sections with lush harmonizations of the 
chant. The postlude portrays the rush of wind or "ruach" (spirit) on the keyboards, while 
the organ pedals proclaim this ninth century chant melody. 
Please Help Support Sanctuary Organ Repairs  -  After 80 years of faithful service, 
our historic 1927 Skinner pipe organ is in need of repair. The tops of white keys are 
coming unglued and falling off.  Erickson, Christian, and Associates, the respected 
Chicago company that has been servicing our organ, has submitted a proposal to replace 
all 108 white key tops on the three manuals. Our goal is to raise $7500, or $70 per key.  If 
you are able to help underwrite the cost of this important repair, your assistance will be 
greatly appreciated. Any financial assistance - large or small – could be made payable by 
check to the First Congregational Church with the memo “organ repair.”  Please contact 
David Lornson, Director of Music, if you have further questions. 
Nametags!  Our new nametag pocket chart can be found on the bulletin board in the 
narthex.  Please pick up your nametag from this board and wear it each Sunday.  Not only 
is it wonderful to greet old friends during church and at the coffee hour, it is also 
wonderful to meet new people and open your world to new friendship possibilities.  
Many of us are not good remembering names and wearing a name badge promotes 
friendship and conviviality.  Rev. Denoon has many names to learn, let’s help him out!   

Adult Ed Next Sunday - Because My Mother Told Me 
God speaks to us often, sometimes through the simple goodness of our mothers. How is it 
that Moses sensed, after years of privilege that he should be concerned about those 
without?  How was it he could not forget he was a Hebrew?  Join us as we look at some 
of the mother’s we find in the Bible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
1445 Hinman Avenue (at Grove Street)  
mailing address: 1417 Hinman Avenue 

Evanston, Illinois  60201 
Phone:  (847) 864-8332  Fax:  (847) 864-2143 

Email:  info@firstchurchevanston.org 
Website:  www.firstchurchevanston.org 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. David Denoon, Senior Minister (ddenoon@firstchurchevanston.org) 

Deborah J. Shamlin, Director of Religious Education 
(dshamlin@firstchurchevanston.org) 

David Lornson, Director of Music (dlornson@ firstchurchevanston.org) 
Melia Pappas, Office Manager (mpappas@ firstchurchevanston.org) 

Jens Notstad, Youth Director 
Joe Page, Moderator; Laima Day, Vice Moderator 

CHANCEL CHOIR SOLOISTS  
Cindy Senneke, soprano   Beth Babbitt, alto 

Eric Perkins, tenor        Tom Hall, bass 
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